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-Dear Ma'am or Sir: 4 'S N
, . Under the Preedom of Information Act (“FOL&"),.s). US.C. § 552, as amended,
. tbpSouthuixEﬂVironmcntalLawCenta (“SELC")‘requestaalldomunemsinthe
- pdﬁsesﬁonorwhﬁ'ol‘of the U.S. Environmental Protec

, : of the Development. W are
- requesting alt documents related to the Pond and the Devel

e All Clean Water Act Section 404 permmits or Section 404
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‘Creek Shoals Estates, which is located near Lyons in Toombs County, Georgia (the
“Development™). To our know] : Shoals Bstates are j
- Tommie Williams, Clint Williams, and Dartien Ramsey, A g :
- 2003, the Natural Resource Conservation Service (“NRCS”) certified the constriction of
. '8 117-acre farm pond (*Pond”) that now s
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tion Agency (“EPA™) that relate to
edge, the current owners of Creek
It is our inderstanding that in
its il the middle ,
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* Al docunients relating to the NRCS's certification of the Posd g a fermn pond
end the U.S, Army Corps of Engineer’s (“Corps™) concurrence with NRCS's
detemination; T T RS coneumance with NRC

® exemptions that the
Corps may have issued concemmg the Dcv_clopment;‘ S S
D dence relating to the Pond or the Development, ncluding L
- communications between EPA, the Corps, NRCS, the owners of the Pond or the

Development and any of the OWRCTS’ representatives or consultants, and'any other R
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- 8. “Judge Halts Landing Field,” Raleigh News and Observer, February 19, 2005,
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: égency. company, or person that was involved in-the construcuon of the Pond or
- theDevelopment; - - T R

o All EPA records and all Seld notes to any site inspections mads for the Pond o

- Dev’elopmgpt; and

. Any.photogiapbic analyses, including any photographs, maps, or drawings, that
may have been prepared for the Pond or the Development, . ‘
 Forthe purposes of this request, the tum"‘docmncms”"include's all written,

printed, recorded or electronic: materials, communications, correspondence, memoranda,

Botations, copies, diagrams, charts; maps, photographs, tables, spreadsheets, formulas,
directives, obseryations, Mpressions,-cmh'acts, letters, messages and mail in the

possession or control of the United States Army Corps of Engineers.

FOIA directs & responding agency to make a “determination” on any request

' within twenty (20 working days of receipt. Ses 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6XAXi). FOIA also -
. Tequires the release of all reasonably segregable portions of & document that are

themselves not exerapt. 5 US.C. § 552(b). Shoukd our requests be denied, we request
that you inform us of the grounds for denial and the specific administrative appeal rights

which are available. See 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(A)G).

. SELCis requesting photocopics without charge, or 'it a réduced charge, because
reduction or waiver of fees would be in the public interest. A disclosure is in the public
interest if (1) it ig likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the ~ -

. FO1A iﬂhould,'be “liberally construed” in faver of waivers, McClellan Eg Jlogi

v i, 835 F.2d 1282, 1284 (9™ Cir. 1987); Pe v.

~ .. Gom, 847 F. Supp. 851,855 (D.Colo.1994); Eflinger v. FBL, 596 F. Supp.867, 872 ®. -
i Mass, 1984). The goal of the statute is to dvoi the ‘n and technicalities whi
-~ have been used by various Federal agencies to dény Waivers. ...” Pederson, 847 F. Supp.. -

0id the “roadhlocks and technicalities which

. SELCisa 501(c)(3) non-profit organization with over 20 ycars of experience
disseminating public information regarding Corps regulatory and opérations issucs, See.

- 5UB8.C. §552 (@8)(4)(A)(it). SELCmmnta.m a Websi'tq that includes both genﬂal ind .
' topic-specific information regarding the matters with which SELC i involved, For - -

example, SELC frequently publishes reports and issues press releases regarding its

projects (See e.g., “Where are We Gfowliig: Land Use and Transportation in the Greater
"Ricyond‘ii”' . Lo

eformy/richmond report.pd;

work and its significance. (See,
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website contains documents generated by SELC for the specific purpose of educating the

- public on particular issues. - (Sese.g, “Smart Mobility,Report: Review of Tﬁ-Coumy
Parkway!.ocaﬁon_s.tudg,”_' o o o
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ifyou hz';ve.any questions 'rega‘rding this request, please feel free to cau me gt - ‘
Thank you f; i

404-521-9900. T3 o Your prompt attention to, this matter. We oo forward to
receiving.tbgzpublicreodrds-xfequested.‘. o S L
¥ " Nathagiel H, Hunt
S e e Associate Attorney - . =
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April 22, 2009

Mr. Nathaniel H. Hunt

Southern Environmental [aw Center
127 Peachtree Street, Suite 605

The Candler Building

Atlanta, GA 30303-1 800

United States

RE:  Request No. 04-RIN-00372-09
Dear Mr. Hunt:

This is in Tesponse to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, 5 U.S.C.
552 seeking records related to all documents along with selected documents that relates

Creek Shoals Estates, Toombs County, Georgia and for 3 waiver of fees in connection
with that request.

government and is not primarily in the commercia] interest of the requester. 5 U.S.C.
S52(a)(4)(A)(iii) (1994 & Supp. IV 1998),

Operations or activities of the government. A request for access to records for
their informational content alone does not satisfy this factor,



2. For the disclosure to be "likely to contribute" to an understanding of specific
government operations or activities, the releasable material must be meaningfully
informative in relation to the subject matter of the request.

3. The disclosure must contribute to the understanding of the public at large, as
opposed to the understanding of the requester or a narrow segment of interested
persons. One’s status as a representative of the news media alone is not enough.

4. The disclosure must contribute "significantly" to public understanding of
government operations or activities.

5. The extent to which disclosure will serve the requester’s commercial interest, if
any.
6. The extent to which the identified public interest in the disclosure outweighs the

requester’s commercial interest.

Should you wish to receive a fee waiver, you must address, in sufficient detail,
these six factors. You may send your response by email to hq.foia@epa.gov, or by
facsimile to this office (202) 566-2147. If we do not hear from you within 7 days from
the date of this letter, we will deny your request for a waiver of fees based on insufficient
Justification. Records will be sent if you have provided assurance of payment should fees
exceed $25.00.

If you have any questions, please contact the Requester Service Center at
hq.foia@epa.gov, or call 202-566-1667.

Sincerely,

Larry F. Gottesman
National FOIA Officer



2 YA UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
¢ WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460
£ pnoﬂ—c’«\d?
OFFICE OF
ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION
May 15, 2009

Mr. Nathaniel H. Hunt

Southern Environmental Law Center
The Candler Building

127 Peachtree Street, Suite 605
Atlanta, GA 30303-1800

RE: Request Numbers 04-RIN-00372-09

Dear Mr. Hunt:

This is in response to your request for a fee waiver in connection with your Freedom of

Information Act (FOIA) request for documents pertaining to the Creek Shoals Estates, Toombs
County, Georgia.

We have reviewed your fee waiver Justification and based on the information you
provided, we are granting your request for a fee waiver. However, this fee waiver does not
include a waiver of fees for otherwise publically available records. The US Environmental

Protection Agency Region 4 Office in Atlanta, Georgia, will be responding to your FOIA
request.

If you have any questions concerning this letter, please contact Monica Lewis of my staff
at (202) 566-1667.

Sincerely,

F/ Gottesman
National FOIA Officer
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